THE RIGHT OF ASSOCIATION

ways did us this service also that they always scoffed
at us as weaklings,, men who were doomed to perpetual
slavery and had always been a race of slaves because
the people of Bengal had no martial gift, because they
are not physically strong, because whoever chooses to
strike them can strike and expect no blow in return.
Therefore they were unfit for self-government, there-
fore they must remain slaves for ever.

Our Anglo-Indian friends do not proclaim that
theory now. They have changed their tone. For the
spirit of the nation could bear the perpetual reproach
no longer, the awakening brahman within our young
men could bear it no longer. Associations grew up for
physical exercise and the art of self-defence and grew
into those Samitis which you have seen flourishing and
recently suppressed. We were determined to wash
the blemish away. If this was the blemish, to be weak,
if this was the source of our degradation, we deter-
mined to remove it We said, "In spite of our physical
weakness we have a strength within us which will
remove our defects. We will be a race of brave and
strong men. And that we may be so, we will establish
everywhere these associations for physical exercise*5*
That, one would think, was an innocent object and had
nothing in it which anyone could look upon with sus-
picion. In fact we never thought that we should be
looked upon with suspicion. It is. the Europeans who
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